
APPROACHING LITERACY THROUGH 

CREATIVE WRITING – 
Professional development workshops for teachers: 

Yr 1-6 (primary school), yrs 7-12 (secondary school)

“A writer is a person who cares what words mean, what they say, how they say it. 
Writers know words are their way towards truth and freedom… By using words 
well they strengthen their souls. Story-tellers and poets spend their lives learning 
that skill and art of using words well. And their words make the souls of their 
readers stronger, brighter, deeper.”  Ursula K. Le Guin   

Words are the keys with which we unlock our own and other’s imaginations. 
Words can create relationships or break them. They bind us together through 
our own personal narratives and allow us into each other’s inner worlds. In these 
two workshops, Creative Writing Literacy methodology in the classroom from 
years 1-6, and 7-12. 

The workshops will provide grades-appropriate tools and exercises that can be 
taken straight back into the classroom and used immediately. The central idea is 
that through Creative Writing, every skill and element necessary for literacy can 
be developed, and without the ‘pain’ that so many approaches to writing and 
English and spelling and grammar elicit. These workshops highlight the value of 
narrative and offer innovative and explicit approaches to teaching.

(Year 1-6) Imagination to Application-approaching Reading 
through Creative Writing

Objectives:
Teachers of years 1-6: Participants will gain practical skills in helping early 
writers create stories right from the beginning following careful phonetic 
principles. Innovative approaches to teaching grammar through creative writing 
will be employed as well as how to use Creative Writing as an approach in a range 
of subjects; participants learn how to integrate teaching the structural elements 
of English in Creative Writing.

Workshop 1 



Dr Shelley Davidow is originally from South Africa. She 
holds a Masters in Education and a Doctorate in 
Creative Arts. An award-winning author of 41 books, 
she writes across genres. Her work includes children's 
fiction, young adult fiction, and a range of non-fiction 
texts including the internationally acclaimed Raising 
Stress-Proof Kids, (Exisle Publishing, Australia, UK, 
2014), her biographical memoir Whisperings in the 
Blood (University of Queensland Press, 2016) and 
Playing with Words-an introduction to Creative 
Writing Craft (Palgrave Macmillan, UK, 2016). 

She has been a teacher for the past twenty years and is a trained facilitator in 
Restorative Practice. She runs workshops internationally and currently teaches 
into the post-graduate programs in the departments of Education and Creative 
Writing at the University of the Sunshine Coast in Queensland Australia.  

For more information see www.shelleydavidow.com

Short Bio:

Workshop 2 
(Year 7-12) Innovation to Inspiration: the young writer, 
the young editor, and the book project

Objectives:
Teachers of years 7-12: Participants will gain skills in creating the optimum 
writing/peer editing process. They will gain an overview of how to create a 
publishable book project with a class for a particular audience, so students gain 
real-world practical experience and skills that are transferable to any subject or 
area of study.  



Testimonials from recent workshops: 

“This session was fantastic! I loved doing practical activities and actually 
learning ideas to use in my classroom!! No other workshops have been as useful 
as yours.” Georgia

“I love teaching reading and writing in primary school. This has been the most 
inspiring and useful workshop I have ever been to. I found the lower and upper 
primary workshops to be practical and useful for getting my students to write 
enthusiastically. Shelley was an engaging humorous and inspiring teacher. 
Thank you so much Shelley.” Cheers, Dan

“It was an inspiring and encouraging three days. I loved the way the workshops 
made explicit the craft of constructing writing from yr 1-12. I feel I can take 
age-specific activities to my class to improve my lessons … I really enjoyed the 
whole experience and will take so much back to my children. The resources and 
your teaching strategies were perfect.” Jacinta

“Excellent content, structure and presentation. Great teaching tips. I particularly 
enjoyed the exercises—doing them ourselves helped me access how suitable they 
will be for my students. Thanks for the resources.” Anon

“Shelley - a beautifully articulated session, full of valuable insights and accessible 
activities … lovely tone throughout.” Rory


